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DEAR FAMILY,

When I was in college, I took an introduction class to my minor called, “20th Century
Thought and Expression”. We were to read a book called, Future Shock. I remember
the book because it came in different colors. The book was paperback, about 400
pages and it had two points for us to understand.  1) Change is constant.  2) The rate
of change is increasing. These thoughts still hold true. We are in a time of change.

America will have a new president. Many people are afraid of the change, while many
people are looking forward to the change. In a few weeks, GVBC will go through a
leadership change and many are fearful of the change — including me. I know it is
time for new leadership. I have run the course that God has laid out before me and
now I face change just like you. What do we do in the midst of change?  We hold on
to what is constant — God.

I know that there does not seem to be a retirement plan in the Bible, but the 23rd and
24th chapters of Joshua seems close. Joshua is old and is going to step down from
leadership. He recognizes, in times of transitions, people could revert to old ways and
old gods. He reminds them of the faithfulness of God to His people; what God did,
where He took them and what He gave them. Joshua reminded the people that God is
a relational God who you don’t put on the shelf and do things another way. He
gathered the people together and laid it out for them that, daily, they must choose
whom they will serve, “…then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve…
But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”

I look at this time of change at GVBC as a time to strengthen us, as the church. It’s a
time to remember that we are a church, made up of redeemed Brothers and Sisters
who are commissioned to love one another. We are the family of God. We can
sometimes only see our connection to the church through the leadership of the
church. This connection is weak and unstable because leadership changes. The
strength is our relationship to God through Jesus Christ, empowered to serve by the
Spirit so that we can lift each other up. We are priests to one another; we need to care
for one another in His Name.

During leadership change, people can become disconnected from the Body if they are
only connected to the leader. That is why we are a family, according to Jesus, and we
need to be connected to one another.

How do we stay connected? First, you need to be in a Community Group where you
are seeing each other at least once a week and praying for each other, weekly.
“When one suffers all suffers; when one rejoices all rejoice”. Who is suffering with
you? Who is rejoicing with you?

Second, you need to be serving in ministry together. Where is your ministry?  Where
do you serve weekly? You should be praying for one another, as well as serving
together. The purpose of ministry is to connect with each other, as well as serve with
each other.

My Community Group holds Nancy and I together, and I serve on the Missions
Ministry with a wonderful group of people. We are connected.

The work of God was to create GVBC to be a light where we are planted, and to be a
community of faith, hope and love. Our relationship to God and our Brother and
Sisters in Christ will get us all through any changes, but we must choose, daily, to be
connected to God and each other. As for Nancy and I, we will serve the Lord!

His Servant,

Steve
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BEAUTY OF A CHRISTIAN WARRIOR
PROFILE OF NANCY LANGLEY
BY KATHY AISO
“An excellent wife, who can find?  For her worth is far above jewels. The
heart of her husband trusts in her, and he will have no lack of gain, she
does him good and not evil all the days of her life.” — Proverbs 31:10-12

As a beautiful and quiet Christian warrior, Nancy Langley
reflects God’s love. If anyone is selfless, it’s Nancy.
Nancy’s emphasis and focus is always on others, not
herself. If there is a need and Nancy can fill it, she
will do so to the best of her ability. She always does
it quietly and without fanfare.

GOD’S PLAN FOR HER
Beginning in Nancy’s youth, God placed the desire to
become a pastor’s wife or missionary. After marrying
Pastor Steve in August 1972, Nancy grew even
stronger over the years in being the supportive, wise,
and proactive wife of Proverbs 31. At their first
church, Stockton First Baptist, Nancy found a good role
model in the senior pastor’s wife, Lavon Vanselow. “Lavon
was a loving person who related well to the congregation,”
Nancy affirmed. “She taught the importance of knowing the
Bible and encouraged me to use my gifts in ministry as
well as relate to the congregation.” Wisely, Nancy came to
realize she didn’t need to be perfect to be a pastor’s wife.
She could be herself and love people. With a love for
people and a gift for working with youth, Nancy actively
participated in Children’s Ministry wherever the Langleys
served.

NANCY BECAME THE CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
At their second church, Whittier First Baptist (WFB), Nancy
WAS the Children’s Ministry!  Early Sunday mornings, she
picked up children for Sunday school in the church van.
On Wednesdays, she also picked up kids for a mid-week
children’s ministry program. She directed children’s
musicals which were performed for the congregation. She
planned children’s camping trips and was in charge of the
street ministry. When Pastor Steve and Nancy arrived at
WFB, there was a handful of youth, however, when they
left, the Children’s Ministry had grown because of Nancy’s
tireless efforts. She derived joy, knowing a number of
youth accepted the Lord.

LEADING VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
When Pastor Steve and Nancy came to GVBC in March
1994, there was no Vacation Bible School (VBS). The VBS
had dissolved in recent years because there was no one to
lead it. Nancy, along with GVBCer Kari Maeda, took it
upon themselves to be the leaders that year so VBS was
reinstituted at GVBC. On Sundays, Nancy was in her
element — teaching. Along with Carol Allen, they co-
taught a 5th grade girls Sunday school class for over six
years.

PEACE, LOVE, JOY, HOPE
Carol fondly reflected, “I’m looking at the Langley’s 2010
Christmas card which is still on my fridge. The border
proclaims peace, love, joy, and hope. Nancy is surrounded
by her family who display the diversity of Southern
California. I reflect on her preparing special group outings

and activities for our Sunday school class. How she’d
schedule and reschedule to insure everyone was included.

Recently, she was upset with herself because she
hadn’t felt well enough to visit a sick friend who
suddenly passed away. Nancy is tireless in her
efforts to help, encourage, and support people. Her
every waking moment is devoted to expressing the
width, breath, and depth of Christ’s love for people.
Nancy’s life is defined by what’s printed and pictured
on Carol’s Christmas card:  peace, love, joy, and
hope. She’s His child. She’s his ambassador. That’s
who she is.”

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY HELPED HER TO GROW IN CHRIST
A native of Southern California, Nancy grew up in Whittier.
Her mother, who was a strong Christian, took her and her
two older sisters to Sunday school at WFB. In the 5th grade
she, to her mother’s delight, asked to participate in a
weekly children’s ministry program on Friday afternoons at
a local church. It required her to leave school early and
catch a bus which took her to the church. While there, she
gathered with the other children to sing Christian songs,
hear Bible stories, and engage in Bible related activities. In
addition to Sunday school, the weekly children’s ministry
program helped her grow. Both led her to accept Christ. In
time, she became active in ministry. Through taking an
active role, Nancy was determined to demonstrate that her
faith was displayed actively and was not merely in words.
She lived the Christian life and was committed to Christ.

PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHING WAS HER MINISTRY, TOO
In addition to church ministry, Nancy viewed public school
teaching as a ministry. After receiving her B.A. in Early
Childhood Education from Whittier College on 1998, she
worked at the elementary school on campus. She also
earned her teaching credential the same year. The
following year, she worked for the public school system,
teaching at Morrison Elementary School in Norwalk for 16
years. In 2015, she retired. Most of her students came
from impoverished homes. She spent long hours at school
and on school projects at home, wanting to make a
difference in her students’ lives. At times, she enlisted the
help of Pastor Steve to assist with the work she brought
home.

NANCY’S CHRISTIAN FAMILY
In Nancy’s free time, she enjoys her family, especially her
six grandchildren. Both daughters, Kerry (and husband,
Thien Doan) and Melissa (and husband J.J. Frey) have
three children. Stephen, Emily, and Lizzie Doan are 15, 13,
and 9, while Mary, Leia, and Kara Frey are 8, 7, and 3,
respectively. It warms Nancy’s heart to know Kerry and
Melissa, along with Thien and J.J., are actively engaged in
ministry. Thien is the pastor of a Vietnamese church plant
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in Fountain Valley where both the Doans and Freys serve. Much like her mother, Kerry is a pastor’s wife
in charge of the Children’s Ministry. The Freys are also involved with foster care. “I’m so thankful my
daughters as well as sons-in-law not only really love Jesus, but are committed to following Him in their
lives,” Nancy shared.

REMAIN STILL, FOCUS ON GOD’S VOICE
Nancy’s favorite Bible verse, Psalm 46:10 reminds her to remain still and focus on hearing God’s voice.

“Be still and know that I am God.”

Nancy realizes God works in many ways in delivering His message to her. Sometimes, it comes through
other people. In one instance for Pastor Steve and Nancy, it came through Dr. Sam Chetti, Executive
Director of American Baptist Churches of Los Angeles, Southwest, and Hawaii. When the Langleys were
pondering about coming to GVBC, Dr. Chetti affirmed he felt God was calling them to GVBC. Ultimately,
Pastor Steve and Nancy heeded those words from God and came to faithfully serve at GVBC for 23
years. Although it was difficult in the beginning because of a division in the church, God used Pastor
Steve and Nancy to gradually unify the church and expand it’s ministries within and in the community and
world. The blessings, which Pastor Steve and Nancy brought to GVBC and the Body, are immeasurable.
After being compassionately and lovingly touched by the Langleys, GVBC thrives. Thank you, Nancy and
Pastor Steve!

( Profile of Nancy Langley 2)

Jenna lam I have always gone to church and attended
Sunday school. I have wanted to get
baptized for a while now, but the thought of
giving my testimony scared me. I think all
people need Jesus in their life because He
helps us make the right decision if we do
what He says. I accepted Jesus into my life
when I was six years old. My dad was the

one who prayed for me when I asked for
Jesus to forgive my sins. God is always
answering my prayers in some ways I
don’t expect. Sometimes I don’t even
realize it. I try my best to follow Him by
sharing His love with others and I hope I
can serve Him for the rest of my life. My
favorite Bible verse is from Luke 2:11: “A
Savior has been born to you; He is Christ
the Lord.” I chose this verse because it

reminds me of Christmas and how he saved us from our
own sins.

Jennifer Yu After my father passed away in
2012, I was deeply depressed and totally lost
direction of my life. I knew I needed a
change, perhaps a new beginning, but I had
no idea what I should do. I believe this was
the time when God started to lead me — little
-by-little, one step at a time — to bring me
closer to Him. For almost 7 years in Taiwan, I
went to different churches and attended

many religious education classes.   I
volunteered to teach English classes
for middle-school students at the
church and I was a seminar speaker
also for church-sponsored
community events for children. I did
many external things for the

churches, but I did not yet have a personal relationship
with Jesus.

The first time I truly encountered God's power and
presence was when I moved back to Gardena in August
2016. For some reason, there was no electricity in my
bedroom. I was very frustrated because all the other
rooms in the house had electricity. At first I thought I
would have to call an electrician to fix the problem.
However, when I was at church the next morning, I prayed
and asked God to fix the electricity problem in my
bedroom for me. When I got home after church, all the
lights were working in my bedroom. Immediately, I
kneeled and thanked God. Somehow, from that point on,
through this ordinary life incident, Jesus revealed Himself
to me by speaking to me and by opening my eyes to see
things I never noticed before. I started to know what I
should do, whom I should talk to, and what I should say.

Jesus became a very real part of my life by guiding me in
my daily activities. I now have a personal relationship with
Jesus!  I have decided to put my faith in Him because I
truly believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God and He came
down from heaven by the power of the Holy Spirit. He is
the only way to eternal life on earth and in heaven and He
is my personal Lord and Savior. He has answered many
of my prayers and I see now He has always been there
with me when I was going through life’s ups and downs.
Every day I now pray all the time and I share my thoughts
and feelings with Jesus for His guidance and comfort. He
gives me courage and patience to face many problems
and challenges in my daily life.

John 1:12-13 says, “To all who received him, to those who
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children
of God — children born not of natural descent, nor of
human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.”

4)



4

These Bible verses affirm my faith in Jesus. I am a child of God. What Jesus has accomplished on the cross is to show
how much God truly loves me and He would suffer and die so all my sins could be forgiven once and for all.

The Holy Spirit has inspired me to write a series of six children’s picture storybooks. Therefore, it is my wish to fulfill the
purpose of my life on earth with Him, in Him, and through Him to glorify God by sharing His love to children around the
world in the name of Jesus Christ.

Michele Hirano Good morning and Happy New Year!  My name is Michele Hirano; I am 19 years old and I have
accepted Jesus Christ as my Savior and Lord. It is through God’s gracious sacrifice of His only son
that I can be standing here today to proclaim the truth for my life. I believe Jesus — the King of
kings— came down to this sinful and dark earth to pay the price for my salvation through His
bloodshed on the cross. Through His resurrection from the grave, He conquered death and there is
true life and purpose for those who put their faith in Him.

However, for most of my life I did not truly believe this. While I grew up in a Christian household with
loving parents and was even baptized at 6 years old, there was no heart transformation — only
head knowledge and a legalistic lifestyle which followed. Yet, God is a jealous God who pursued
me in all of His loving kindness even when I rejected Him and His calling to find my worth in Him.
Though I don’t recall a specific moment I could refer back to and say “Yes, that is exactly when I
became a believer,” the Holy Spirit has guided and shaped me to be more Christ-like, especially

in this past year.

My discipler has been someone who has reflected what it means to receive God’s invitation of life
and through our discipleship. I have come to a greater understanding of what it means to take up
my cross daily and follow Jesus. Together we revert back to Scripture which tells of the life I am

commanded to live as it says in Philippians 1:27: “Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that
whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind
striving side by side for the faith of the gospel.”

It is only through God’s divine intervention in my life I can know Him and accept the calling to be holy. For He is holy. I no
longer have to try and fight sin on my own which is a hopeless battle, but can look to and rely on my Creator who I will
serve till He returns.

Katie Fujita My name is Katie Fujita, and I have accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior. This past year God
challenged me to be comfortable with the uncomfortable. At the time, I thought it was just a theme for the
year, but upon reflection, God actually showed me how prominent this has been throughout my life. In
every uncertainty and situation which put me out of my comfort zone was a pivotal moment when God
revealed more of Himself and His truth and grace.

Growing up, I went to a Christian school and was later invited to GVBC Friday night youth group. But
during that time, I still clung to what was familiar and comfortable, only going to church when my friend
would and never saying anything about God out of the fear of what others would say or think. It wasn't

until later in high school when I first responded to God’s call to be comfortable with the
uncomfortable. He gave me the opportunity to go on what was then GVBC’s very first Long Beach
Mission Trip. Being fairly new to GVBC at the time, not knowing many people, and having a fear of
the people we were to come into contact with made me hesitant to go. But in the end, I was glad I
went because God revealed His overwhelming amount of love and hope through those very
people we encountered and through my fellow brothers and sisters in Christ whom I got to serve
alongside.

God is good, God is gracious, He restores and He brings hope, but He can only do so once all barriers are broken down.
This trip was a pivotal moment in my faith in which all barriers were broken down, allowing me to seek a genuine
relationship with Jesus Christ. It was also the moment that set the very foundation for all the uncertainties and situations
out of my comfort zone I have faced throughout college and early young adult years.

Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways
acknowledge Him and He will make your paths straight.”

Fear is crippling and it's easier to stay with what's comfortable, but as I learned, if we trust in God we will not only see
how much more capable we are, but also how much more capable He is. In the end, the comforts and fears of this life
will all amount to nothing if we don't have God by our side.

[NOTE: Graig Hara’s testimony will appear in the January 25 Issue #2]

(January 1 Baptisms 3)

Photos by Silvio Carrara except the one of
Jennifer Yu  in the dark suit.
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FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES GO OUT TO
Kinichi (Ken) Watanabe’s Memorial Service is on Saturday,
January 21, at 11:00 a.m. at GVBC. Pastor Daniel Matsuda
will be officiating.

To Takao & Maureen Takeuchi and family in the passing of
Maureen’s mother, Torie Matsuda, who passed away on
Sunday, January 8 in Hawaii where she was residing.

NEW BABY ANNOUNCEMENT
Cindy Shirai became a grandma of a little girl named, Lexi,
born to her son, Daniel and his girlfriend, Sheila Say on
Sunday, December 25, Christmas Day. Little Lexi was 7lbs.
10oz.

OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. — MATTHEW 28:19

FRED & JAME TANAKA, CHILD EVANGELISM FELLOWSHIP OF JAPAN
“Thank you for continued prayers, for Fred, especially, and for me too!” writes Jane. Fred continues to
recover from surgery for his slipped split disc. On January 17, Fred will go to the doctor for a check up
(January 17th marks exactly three months after Fred’s surgery). At Fred’s previous check-up, the doctor
reported he was healing well. Currently, he is receiving physical therapy at a nearby hospital twice a week.
There, he was told his left leg muscles have become stiff from inactivity. It causes pain in his left thigh and
shin. Jane calls Fred, “Job” sometimes as he is also fighting shingles on his back around the area which
was operated on. Please continue to keep Fred in your prayers for full recovery.

Jane is praising God because recently she has been given opportunities to share Christ at church, in hospitals as well
as other places she goes. She requested prayer for “M” — a twice divorced widow. M’s faith needs strengthening and
Jane would like the Lord to direct her to be of positive help to her. Please also pray for the Good News Club which meets
on Mondays at the Tanakas’ church. However, there have not been any children attending lately. Jane has made
attempts to visit a home to encourage the children’s attendance at the club meetings. She would like prayer for the Lord
to give her positive directions on what to say and do since she heard they were very hardened to the Word. Jane ends
her letter on a positive note stating, “While the enemy tries to discourage us, Jesus Christ will one day come in His glory
to receive us into His glorious home. He is coming again!”

KEN & DIANE KUDO, OVERSEAS CRUSADE, SAO PAULO, BRAZIL
The Kudos’ church held their annual missions conference. The emphasis of the conference was on

parents allowing their children to become missionaries. In the Kudos’ December prayer letter, there is
a photo of Ken, Diane, the church leadership and speakers at the conference (a group of 13).
Although the Kudos could not attend all of the week-long conference (due to Diane’s mother’s
passing), Ken reported, “The flow of the Holy Spirit was always at the conference, calling workers to
the mission field.”

Ken wrote about some of the missionaries which Diane and he trained. Several missionaries from Brazil, North
America, and Portugal planted multiple churches in southern Spain where they now serve as pastors. In Granada and
Almeria, there is a large mission field of students who come from all over Europe to study at the universities. An example
is a Christian doctor who came to Christ as a medical student and just married a Latin American who received Christ in
Granada. Guilherme (William in English) leads the mission team for this area where the Holy Spirit is alive and
multiplying. Ken and Diane spent more than 32 years investing in Guilherme and his wife’s spiritual lives.

In Phnom Penh, Cambodia, a couple and a single individual are learning the language and making contact with non-
Christians at the university. Yuki and Karla are tech-savvy and using their experience as entrepreneurs to reach the lost.
There is a tentmaker missionary and dentist with a PhD whom Ken calls Marie. She became a university professor to
reach the students and faculty where she works. Marie has had opportunities to share the Gospel in an academic
environment where her disciples have multiplied. “Thanks for standing with us for over 40 years!” Ken affirmed. “What
I’ve shared is just the tip of the iceberg. A lot more is yet to come.”

LETTERS TO OUR GVBC FAMILY
Dear Church Family, Thank you for the many expressions
of sympathy in the loss of my mother, Eileen Takemoto.
The floral arrangement was so beautiful. We have been
comforted by your prayers and support. With
appreciation, Linda Hayashi and family

IN THE NEWS
In the January 5 issue of the Rafu Shimpo it was
announced that Jim Tanizaki, son of our Nichigo member
Kiyoko Tanizaki, has been promoted to Orange County
Chief Assistant District Attorney. Congratulations!



FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR

WALKING WITH THE WORD
Join us on Sunday, January 15 from10:45 am to 12 noon for
this session on developing your time of personal Bible reading
and reflection. Come experience how to be transformed by the
renewing of your mind through meditating and applying God's
Word with a personal Bible guide. See you in Room 217
at10:45 am.

COMMUNITY GROUPS WINTER QUARTER
Sunday, January 29 to Sunday, March 26. Registration ends
Sunday, January 15.

GVBC PRIMETIMERS’ TOURS
The Primetimers’ Tours are for everyone, not just Primetimers.

 Miracle Workers: Tuesday, February 7, $79 per person
(includes gratuity for driver). DEADLINE: Final payment
due Sunday, January 15. No refunds after final payment is
made. Make checks payable to GVBC [Miracle Workers in
memo line]. No refunds after final payment is made.
Departs 8:45 a.m. from GVBC. Returns approx. 4:30 p.m.
Tour the Braille Institute and Guide dogs of America. Free
time for lunch at Universal City Walk Information and
reservations: Keiko or Richard Imatomi after the worship
services in the Courtyard or via the office.

 Laguna Arts Festival & Pageant of the Masters: [NOTE:
ONLY 4 TICKETS LEFT]. Tuesday, August 15, $130 per
person (includes gratuity for driver). Make checks payable
to GVBC [Primetimer’s Laguna Arts tour in subject line]. No
refunds after final payment is made. Departs at 3:30 p.m.
from GVBC. Returns approx. 11:30 p.m. Experience the
Pageant of the Masters 90 minutes of Living pictures —
recreations of classical and contemporary works with real
people posing to look exactly like the original pieces. The
Laguna Festival of Arts includes prestigious art such as
paintings, photography, printmaking, sculpture, jewelry,
handcrafted wood and furniture, ceramics, glass and more.
You can buy the perfect art treasure for your home.

 National Parks of the Southwest: Monday, May 15 to
Saturday, May 20, $1,795 per person (double occupancy),
$2,290 (single), includes gratuities for driver & tour director.
DEADLINE: Final payment due no later than Sunday,
March 19. Make checks payable to GVBC [Primetimer’s
Natl Parks tour in subject line]. No refunds after final
payment is made. Departs at 8:00 a.m. from New Gardena
Hotel. On Monday you’ll travel to Utah. The next day you’ll
tour Canyonlands National Park, overnight in Moab, Utah.
Then on to Arches National Park. Experience Monument
Valley Navajo Tribal Park. From there you’ll see Canyon De
Chelly and view cliff dwellings. Homeward bound you’ll
have lunch in Kingman, AZ.

To make reservations, contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi after
the worship services or through the church office.
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NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, January 25 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, January 22.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 2016 BY LINDA HAYASHI
It was a blessing to see our church again respond to Operation Christmas Child and
contribute gift-filled shoeboxes through the ministry of Samaritan’s Purse this past holiday
season. Our church donated a total of 629 boxes, which was the largest amount in the last
six years!  Confirmation has been received that many of our boxes have been sent to the
Philippines. Our boxes have also reached children in Peru and Panama in recent years.
Reports have been shared of children and their families coming to faith in Christ because of
Operation Christmas Child. Thank you for your faithfulness in helping to spread the Gospel
around the world through these special shoeboxes. Let’s pray for the 629 children touched by
our boxes this past Christmas season!

GVBC MARRIAGE CONFERENCE: “WORDS THAT BUILD”
Friday, February 10, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. and Saturday, February 11, 8:30 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.
Full conference or Saturday only:  $45 per couple or $30 per individual (includes lunch on Saturday)
Friday only:  $15 per couple or $10 per individual
Signup DEADLINE:  Sunday, February 5

Main session speakers:  Brad Toy, Chris Koga, Daniel Matsuda
Breakout sessions given by marriage/family therapists
Lunch on Saturday will have a surprise theme (last year's lunch theme was "wedding reception")
Childcare will be offered on both Friday and Saturday

Some comments from last year's Celebrating ONE Marriage Conference:
 Through this conference, God gave us an opportunity to share on a deeper level, and God revealed my own

areas to grow and change.
 There was a balance between Biblical teaching, practical application, as well as sound theoretical material on

trauma and its effect on marriages.
 I like that emphasis was put on our relationship with Christ as first and foremost, and I can see how strength in

that relationship overflows in extremely positive ways to all other relationships, especially in my marriage.
 Helpful for me to see we have struggles like others. Helpful to know/learn to look to God.
 It was very encouraging to hear from other couples (especially during lunch and downtime and the sessions) who

have been married for a long time and can share their wisdom/insight about dating/marriage.
 I need to submit myself totally to God and do a better job of treating my husband with love and respect. Need to

love each day intentionally and die to myself.
 I need to work on intentional prayer and "heart to heart" conversations with my wife.
 This was actually an answer to prayer asking God to strengthen our marriage and that we can continue to work

with each other to improve our relationship.

This year's conference theme is "Words That Build."  Our words are a deep reflection of our heart condition before God.
Our words have the power to tear down or build up. Our marriages deepen as we grow in transparency and
encouragement. Whether you are single, dating, engaged, recently married, married for 20 years, or married for 50
years . . . you are welcome to attend "Words That Build."  Whether your marriage is healthy, stagnant, struggling, or
falling apart . . . you are welcome to attend "Words That Build."  Contact Pastor Daniel at daniel@gvbc.net to sign up!
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GVBC Pastoral Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor

BRAD TOY College-age Director

LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator

EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator

LEE MATSUNAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SUNDAY, JANUARY 15
His Little Feet

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22
Both services in the Sanctuary
Pastor Steve’s Retirement
Pastor Steve Langley

SUNDAY, JANUARY 29
Pastor Steve’s Throwback Sunday
Pastor Steve Langley

SERMON SERIES: FIRM FOUNDATION

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5/COMMUNION
Pastor Daniel Matsuda ~ Firm Foundation

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12
In the Grace of Jesus


